Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28th October 2025
 at Llanymynech Village Hall

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 25th NOVEMBER 2025

Present: 
Cllr I Done (Vice Chair took the chair due to the Chairman being delayed)
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr R Dover
Cllr J Fynes 
Cllr C Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr I Parry (Chair)
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]County Cllr. Arwel Jones
Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council

	1  Apologies for absence     
  
                       None


	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 30th September 2025

As the Chairman had not arrived Cllr Done (Vice Chairman)  took the chair. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 30th September 2025 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Dover, seconded by Cllr James and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes

4.1 Ref: item 7.4. Website – additional services
The Clerk confirmed that he had asked TEEC to provide the additional free of charge services with the exception of the Helper Bot.

4.2.  Ref: item 12.2. All Wales Play Opportunity Small Grant.
The Clerk reported that he had written to the responsible officer to explain that, because the Walls Bridge Playground was out of commission due to the canal bridge construction works, an application could not be made at present. He asked if there would be future opportunities but has had no reply.




4.3.  Montytrax. 
The Clerk said that he had spoken to Mr Hugh Morris, who had been closely involved in the project. Mr. Morris stated that all activity had ceased. The Clerk has written to Shan Mayor, the project lead and is awaiting a reply.


	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 23rd October  2025 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 8178.21
Current account:   	 £ 949.06
Pension account  	 £ 76.47

5.2      Half yearly Financial Statement
Council noted the Half Yearly Financial Statement as set out in the papers for the meeting. 

The Clerk offered to take questions. Cllr Savage asked for clarification on the General Statement heading the notes. 

The amounts shown for some Budget Heads are ½   of the total for the year. In other cases, the amount reflects the exact position to the 30th September, e.g. we have only a single insurance payment
 which is, therefore, shown as the full year amount. The Clerk explained that, regarding the precept; the Council receives three tranches per year one in April, a second in September and the final one in December. Since the Council would only expect to have received two thirds of the total at the end of September this was the amount against which the actual figure had been measured.

The proposal that the Financial Statement be accepted was put by Cllr Dover, seconded by Cllr Done and agreed unanimously.        

5.3.     External Audit
Council received the report from the External Auditor set out in the papers for the meeting. The Clerk said that though the audit stated that no matters had come to the auditor’s attention to give cause for concern the audit had been qualified for reasons set out in the papers for the meeting. 

It was noted that the Council does not have a training plan although the Clerk said that this has never been raised during the ten years that he has been in post. Some councillors felt that a plan was not necessary for such a small council but Cllr Savage said that all elected members should be trained and pointed out that the whole council was to participate in Code of Conduct training.

It was agreed that Cllrs Hall and Savage would put together a draft plan which would be forwarded to councillors and be discussed at the next meeting.
ACTION: Cllrs Hall and Savage

The External Audit report was duly noted.

5.4.      Approval of Payments
The invoice from M.I. & T. E. M. Pritchard – Grounds maintenance contract 3rd quarter  -  £966.00 as set out in the papers for the meeting was approved.

The Clerk tabled further items which had arrived after the papers for the meeting had been sent out.:-

· M.I.& T. E. M. Pritchard – additional works - £240.00
· Llanymynech Village hall – rent for the October meeting  -  £24
· County Cllr Arwel Jones – wreath for the Remembrance Day parade - £20

Payment of the above items were approved.


	 6. Planning  

6.1. 	AMENDED PROPOSALS CONSULTATION Reference: 25/0544/FUL Grid Reference: E: 325363 N: 319854 
Proposal: Construction of a lift bridge to carry B4398 over the Montgomery Canal including provision of safety barriers and warning signage, landscaping together with removal of remains of former bridge structure Site Address: Lift Canal Bridge At Site Of Former Williams Bridge, Llanymynech, Powys, 
Council has fully supported the Canal redevelopment project and felt that there was no need to comment further. Cllr Done asked about the dates for closure of the B4398 at Williams Bridge. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that that  the original dates were from 22nd October 2025 to 22nd April 2026 but his has been delayed; there has been no planning approval as yet.  Cllr Dover asked what was the earliest date that the work could commence and County Cllr Arwel Jones said that it would be the end of January 2026 at the earliest.

 There was general concern that parking and access to the canal is difficult. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would take this up with Kier (the company undertaking the works).
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

Cllr Done asked where the road would be closed. He was concerned that there would be no access for residents. Cllr Hall supported this.
6.2	Application Ref:  25/1140/FUL Land Between Montgomery Canal And River Vyrnwy NE Of Pentreheylin Hall Newbridge Llanymynech Powys
This matter was held over from the September meeting due to the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones
County Cllr Arwel Jones said that this matter was outside the boundaries of Carreghofa and that he had listed it purely for information.


	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
Much of the discussion had been taken up under item 6.1. Nonetheless Cllr Fynes pointed out that the temporary traffic lights at Walls Bridge were non-reactive i.e. in times of low traffic numbers such as at night  they did not change when vehicles approached. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would take this up with the Highways Department
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones


7.2.	Council Leaflet.
The Chairman said that he had approached the Welsh Government about providing a free translation of the leaflet into Welsh. This was not possible but he said that he has found another source. The leaflet is currently being translated and a bilingual version will be available for the next meeting after which, if approved, it can be printed.
ACTION: Chairman

7.2.   Hard to let properties
This item had been carried over from the previous meeting. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that it was for information and dissemination to anyone who might be interested 

7.4.   Code of Conduct Training
T Council noted the report in the papers for the meeting that the original cost of £30 has now increased to £60. Since not all councils have signed up to the training.

Council felt that the training is still good value at the revised price and agreed to participate. The Clerk was asked  to convey this to Carol Johnson at Powys County Council.
ACTION: Clerk

7.5.   Defibrillator pads
Council noted the report from Cllr Savage that the defibrillator pads will expire on December 9th. Cllr Savage recommended that the Community Council order new pads so that they can be fitted before the expiry date. This was agreed. Cllr Savage said that she would undertake to get the new pads. It was noted that Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council had obtained new pads for £55. Nonetheless Council agreed to set a maximum limit of £200 so that the matter could be dealt with as soon as possible.
ACTION: Cllr Savage

7.6.   Donation Request  -  St. Agatha’s Church Clock 
A request has been made from Pam Savant, Assistant Treasurer, St. Agatha’s Parish Church for a donation towards the maintenance of the church clock.

Since this request was made Cllr Savage has said that she has been told by members of the PCC that the clock belongs to the parish and the money that is paid towards its maintenance is not technically a donation but a cost to the ‘parish’ that has always been split between the two councils. When asked where this is stipulated, she was referred to a book. An extract is set out below of the wording that is used to support this claim:-

The Clock was given to the Parish of Llanymynech in 1844 by Richard Roberts. The inscription on the outer framework of the clock reads as follows;

Presented to the Parish by the maker Rd Roberts

The Clerk said that he had investigated this matter and is of the opinion that there is no evidence in Carreghofa’s archives of the clock being given to the Parish Council. Indeed, in 1844 neither Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council or Carreghofa Community Council were in being. Parish Councils in England were formed by the Local Government Act 1894 and Community Councils in Wales by the Local Government Act 1972.
The Clerk felt that it is more likely that the reference to the Parish in this instance refers to the Ecclesial Parish of Llanymynech within the Diocese of Lichfield.

However, the Council decided that it would, as in past years, make a contribution to the maintenance of the clock.

The Clerk was asked to convey the Council’s opinion of ownership to the Parochial Church Council and to assure them that a donation would be made. The Clerk was further asked to ascertain the amount which St. Agatha’s is seeking this year.
ACTION: Clerk

7.7.    Sustainable Powys Meeting
Powys County Council is hosting a number of Sustainable Powys meetings across the county. Each council is invited to send two representatives. The nearest meeting will be held at The Livestock Market in Welshpool on 27th November between 7.00pm and 9.00pm.
Cllrs Done and Savage volunteered to attend on behalf of Carreghofa Community Council
ACTION: Cllrs Done and Savage

7.8.     Briefing session for councillors regarding the proposed Newtown Health and Wellbeing Campus
Carys Williams, Clinical Change Manager, North Powys Wellbeing Programme. Has written to the Council inviting a representative to a short online briefing session on Tuesday November 4th at 5pm  to update them on the latest information regarding the proposed Newtown Health and Wellbeing Campus.
 
Unfortunately, no one was available to attend this session.

7.9     St. David’s Day celebration fund
Cllr Hall drew the Council’s attention to this fund to support  activities aimed at bringing communities together around the day of Wales' patron saint, on 1st March. Activities could include parades, music performances, community workshops, traditional Welsh folk dancing or food-based events.   Local groups can apply for grants from £500 to £5,000 to deliver local or neighbourhood events

It  was agreed that this would be put on the Council’s social media platforms.
ACTION: Chairman

7.10  Social media activity for the Council  (standing item)    (Chairman)                 
The Chairman said that there was nothing new to report.

7.11 County Councillor’s update  (standing item)                     (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
County Cllr Arwel Jones gave the following report:-

Powys County Council Quarter One financial results showed a surplus of £2.2m
A lot of expenditure had not been done, and Officers expected the surplus to decrease by Quarter two which the results will be published shortly.

Budget for 25/26 still showing a £10m deficit and now the sale of the County Farms has been delayed awaiting the outcome of the Consultation which closed on the 12/10/25. Will report further in due course.

Welsh Government have announced priorities for 26/27.
Healthier Wales, Green Jobs and Growth, Connecting Communities and Opportunities for every family. Looking like a 2% increase in the Budget for the Councils in Wales. Also announced that No major new spending commitments will be undertaken.

Cllr Done asked what was the major cost driver for the County Council. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that school improvements for which £2 million had been allocated to Wales.
 

	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Work at Walls Bridge
Cllr Done said that excavation work was proceeding; one third of the kerb has gone but waiting for the completion of concreting will take time.

8.2.      Olive Nials’ Bench
The Clerk reported that geViews can provide both soft and hard anchoring kits for the bench. Hard are £28.75 + VAT;  soft £85.00+ VAT. It was decided that a soft kit is required.

It was also decided that the bench would be installed in the new year. Meanwhile Cllr Hall offered to house the bench at the Tanat Holiday Park.

Cllr Done said that getting the bench in place on Llanymynech Rocks would be a difficult task. It would be simplest to take the bench through the Golf Course. Cllr James said that she would liaise with the Golf Club.

Cllr Done said that it will require 4 people to manoeuvre the bench into place. He offered to survey the route and advise whether Cllr Hall’s vehicle would be suitable. He also has a trolley which could be used once the bench has been taken off the vehicle.
ACTION: 
Clerk to contact geViews and instruct them to deliver the bench to the Tanat
Holiday Park
Cllr James to liaise with the Golf Club
Cllr Done to survey the best route to get the bench in place and advise on appropriate transport.

8.3.       Football Field – installation of a Portaloo
The Chairman advised the Football Club that the Community Council had agreed to having a Portaloo at the Football field but that it must be sited at the landlord’s preferred location. He reported that the Club was not happy with this  and would come back if there were any issues. He had heard nothing more so concluded that the Club would install the Portaloo at the preferred site.


	9 Highways and Byways
9.1.    Road Repairs and Potholes
There has been no progress since the last meeting. Cllr Dover said that the pothole in the middle of Carreghofa Lane is now 2 x 1 feet in area and 6 inches deep.
Cllr James said that the repairs that had been done had not been levelled and the verges have still not been cut back. County Cllr Arwel Jones said it was doubtful if this would be done. Cllr James said that a gully emptier had been up at Pen-y-Foel but could not do anything because of the state of the verges.

Cllr Done offered to undertake a survey of Potholes in Carreghofa and report back to councillors.

County Cllr Arwel Jones will follow up on the issues raised.
ACTION: Cllr Done and County Cllr Arwel Jones

9..2.	A483 and Chapel Lane Junction - visibility
The Clerk reported that he had written to the Highways Department and had received an acknowledgement and is now awaiting a reply. (please see the post meeting note below) 

Post meeting note:
County Cllr wrote to Mr Jake Evans at Powys County Council with the following results;
Jake.
I trust that you are keeping well.
Following a meeting of the above last Tuesday the following was discussed.
 
1. Pothole before the bridge along Carreghofa Lane.
2. Potholes at the junction of the lane towards Carreghofa Hall and further along the lane by the farm where there is a very bad section.
3. The gully emptier has been up Pen-y-foel but residents are saying that the verges need to be cut back as the water coming down the lane is being diverted into the road instead of into the gullies. They are worried that should we have some frost the roads will be dangerous.
4. The hedge along Chapel Lane on the left off the A483 is now so overgrown that visibility is obscured. I am aware that Powys have written to the owner in the past with little success. I am wondering could something be done before we have an accident.
 
Many thanks,

Cllr. Arwel Jones.

Hi Arwel
 
Pen Y Foel will be having siding works carried by the ditching contractors, they are currently on the map that includes Pen Y Foel so will be sooner rather than later.
 
Is the house at the end of Chapel Lane lived in? I passed there today and it looks fairly wild. The encroachment towards Trunk road will be for NMWTRA to deal with but if unoccupied it makes the Section 154 process much more problematic and difficult to enforce/recharge. If it goes this way, it may be worth Community Council involvement but we can chat about this come the time. 
 
I will investigate the Carreghofa issues.
Thanks,
Jake


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report.
Cllr savage reported that at the last meeting of Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council the Burial Board had suggested that its insurance premium should be incorporated into the LL&P P. C. insurance. The Parish Council had decided that the Burial Board would have to pay its own insurance premium.

10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Nothing to report. Cllr Hall said that there had been no meeting since May. Couty Cllr Arwel Jones said he would enquire about this.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

10.3. Village Hall
Nothing to report


	Item 11           Correspondence
11.1. Matters of decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk188539867]
	[bookmark: _Hlk167353103][bookmark: _Hlk146201564][bookmark: _Hlk204180272][bookmark: _Hlk193375563]From
	Date
	Subject

	Russell George MS
	2nd October
	October newsletter

	Mid and West Wales Fore and Rescue Service
	3rd October
	Calon Tan – Autumn edition

	Windfall  - Mid Wales Community Energy Trust
	7th October
	Upcoming deadline-Up to £30k for Community Sustainability Projects in Montgomeryshire

	The Politics Project via OVW
	7th October
	Votes at 16 - media training for young people


	Powys County Council
	8th October
	Code of Conduct Training

	Powys County Council 
	13th October
	 AMENDED PROPOSALS CONSULTATION Reference: 25/0544/FUL Grid Reference: E: 325363 N: 319854 Proposal: Construction of a lift bridge to carry B4398 over the Montgomery Canal

	Calon Hearts
	13th October
	‘Shocktober’

	Powys County Council
	13th October
	Memorial safety in council cemeteries

	Play Wales
	16th October
	October e bulletin

	University of South Wales via OVW
	16th October
	Shaping the future of public services events

	One Voice Wales
	16th October
	Joint SLCC / OVW event

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	20th October
	Agenda and Papers for next meeting

	Powys County Council
	20th October
	Planning Decision notice

	Powys County Council via Cllr Arwel Jones
	20th October
	New fund from Welsh Government for communities across Wales, to help them celebrate St David's Day




	
12. Any Other Business

12.1 Cllr Fynes reported that the Powys Recycling Centre at Welshpool will now take full size ‘dumpy’ bags. However, because of Health and Safety issues the staff will not assist members of the public who bring full size bags. Cllr  Done asked “what is a dumpy bag” Cllr Fynes said that it is a large bag used by builders. Cllr Done further sked about the scale of charges levied for different recycling items. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would find out. 

Cllr Fynes asked when the meeting to review the new Recycling Centre system is to be held. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that it should have been in October and he undertook to find out if it had been held and with what result.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

12.2.  Cllr Dover asked about arrangements for the Remembrance Day Parade. County Cllr Arwel Jones had purchased a wreath. The Chairman confirmed that he would represent the Community Council at the parade and present the wreath. Cllr Dover presented the Chairman’s Chain of office to Cllr Parry, the new Chairman.

12.3. Cllr Done reported that Mrs Canovan had put bulbs into all the planters. The Council recorded its thanks for her work.

12.4.  Cllr Done mentioned that littering appeared to be on the increase in the village and especially along Chapel Lane, Tan Y Foel, the Boundary Stone area, the B4398 towards the aqueduct, the minor road which crosses Carreghofa locks and along Carreghofa Lane towards the Tanat Holiday Park. He said he would like to order some "anti-littering signs" and will circulate amongst the council an initial draft of a sign and a quotation from the printing company that made the sign for the flower tubs.
ACTION: Cllr Done





	13.      Date of the next meeting:

Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
Budget setting meeting.
ACTION: All to note.




Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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